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International Design Thinking Workshop for Higher Education Academics 

What is the international Design Thinking University (DT.Uni) Workshop? 

We are calling for Academics from Birmingham City University (BCU), and HE 
organisations outside of BCU, to participate in a one-day workshop in Birmingham as part 
of the ERASMUS+ DT.Uni project.  

The workshop is designed specifically for Academics and aims to skill-up participants to 
enable them to apply design thinking techniques into their day-to-day work within their 
own institution/area of work.  We are exploring how DT can be embedded into the 
curriculum as well as implemented in higher education working practices. 

Through the workshop activity you will gain hands-on experience of implementing Design Thinking 
(DT) tools and techniques. The workshop activity will support participants to consider working in 
different ways, or skill up, through thinking about challenges in a more divergent and creative way 
by applying DT techniques. The workshop will apply and test didactic material for DT processes that 
you and your colleagues could apply to your work within an academic context.   
 
The didactic material for the DT workshop will be collated within an e-book as a resource which can 
be accessed at the end of the project. It will be adjusted and improved with your feedback after each 
step of the workshop. An open source licence will allow free access and provide the presented 
Design Thinking methods to academia and other interested parties.  
 
The ERASMUS+ DT.Uni project is coordinated by Maria Curie-Sklodowska University (UMCS) 
cooperating with 7 HE partners. Birmingham City University, through the Partnerships and the 
STEAMhouse teams, are leading on developing a new toolkit for HE Academics to support design-led 
thinking approaches. 
 
BENEFITS THROUGH PARTICIPATION:  

Design Thinking is a way to look with fresh eyes at issues which engage us all as Academics in our 
university lives. 

 Working in small interdisciplinary teams to learn and practice DT methods and applying it to 
a real world academic challenge 

 Social learning and experience sharing 

 Learning transferable methods (not just in terms of the whole DT process but also for 
general co-production and participatory processes) 

 

There are many demands on the HE system:  

http://www.bcu.ac.uk/business/institutes/ici/dtuni
http://www.bcu.ac.uk/business/institutes/ici/dtuni
https://www.umcs.pl/en/dtuni.htm
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 Complexity – increasingly, problem solving requires 
interdisciplinary working across subject areas, institutional hierarchies and barriers 

 Scarce resources and balancing these between teaching and research  

 The need to design educational experiences for the next generation to embrace individuality 
and meaning through studying and working  

In this workshop we want to support participants to develop their skills to address these demands 
and to also develop their ability to think in a more divergent and creative way, using a range of DT 
tools and techniques to help them to develop their knowledge and skillset around Design Thinking.  
 
The day will be a way to network with like-minded people in academic roles in universities in how to 
work and learn together to develop solutions to shared/common challenges. 

You will participate in a practical hands-on workshop, where you will experience putting into 
practice how to implement DT tools to understand more about co-designing solutions to challenges.  

Delegates will use a wide range of Design Thinking tools and techniques during the workshop to 
work on a specific problem using a user profile, co-producing solution(s) and developing a prototype, 
thereby gaining experience of using such tools.  

The training will enable delegates on return to their institution to involve other colleagues in how 
the principles of design thinking can be effectively applied within a higher education context. 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 

 Participants should be an Academic within a higher education institution, we aim to have a 
mix of Birmingham City University Academics as well as Academics from other UK HE 
Institutions  

Venue: Birmingham City University/ STEAMhouse, 108 Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 6DT 

Dates: Wednesday 15th January 2020 

Times:  9.00am – 4.30pm  

 
HOW TO APPLY: 
 
To apply please complete the following form by THURSDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2019 and submit to: 
Charmaine.stint@bcu.ac.uk 
 

QUESTION RESPONSE 

1. First Name and Surname 
 

 

2. E-mail address 
 

 

3. Contact number 
 

 

4. Department/Unit 
 

 

http://www.steamhouse.org.uk/
mailto:Charmaine.stint@bcu.ac.uk
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5. What academic duties are part of your 
day to day remit?  

 

 

6. Please state how you would describe 
your knowledge of the design thinking 
(DT) approach: 

a. I am not familiar with DT 
b. I have heard about DT but I 

have never used it 
c. I use DT partially/ only some 

aspects of design thinking 
d. I occasionally use a DT 

approach 
e. I use a DT approach in my 

everyday work 
 

Please provide details to demonstrate your 
level of awareness/implementation of design 
thinking: 

7. In your opinion, how can the DT 
approach/tools & techniques help you 
in your everyday work? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Why do you want to take part in the 
workshop? Do you have a specific 
challenge/issue you feel could benefit 
through the implementation of a design 
thinking approach?  

Please state your challenge/issue which could 
be addressed during the workshop: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Approvals and obligations: 
I agree to take part in the DT.Uni workshop, taking place 9.30am – 4.30pm on Wednesday 15th 
January 2020,  at STEAMhouse, Birmingham City University, 108 Digbeth, Birmingham, B5 6DT, 
Birmingham, UK 
 

Signature:  ……………………………………………………..          Date:   ……………………………………………….. 

(Participant) 

Line Manager approval: 

Name: …………………………………………………………        Date:   ……………………………………………….. 

 

Signature:  ……………………………………………………..           


