Tutor sheet: True or False
This activity is a starting point for further discussions about the conceptions, or indeed misconceptions, we may have regarding other cultures. You can follow up this activity by using the web-based resources particularly the “How Culturally Aware are You” quiz.
Objective:

To consider our conceptions of other cultures through the identification and discussion of cultural attributes
Method

Small group task

Cut out the statements below and provide one set for each group.
 Consider the statements on the cards and place them in columns of true or false. Provide a reason for your answer.

Walk around and look at the answers from other groups

On the whiteboard of flip chart let us come up with agreed answers

Match them against the correct answers

What other misconceptions do we have of other cultures?

Statement Cards
Cut out the statements below into separate cards:

	True


	False


	In Asia, it is rude to put a book or document on the floor.


	The British have the biggest personal space in the world and do not like people sitting or standing too near them.



	In the Middle East, you should never shake hands with your left hand


	The French always kiss on the cheek to say hello, even in business.



	In America, it is usually okay to interrupt someone


	In the Middle East, it is unusual for a man to shake hands with a woman.

	In Thailand, most accountants are women because they are considered better at maths than men


	In Asia, having a tattoo is sometimes a sign of being in the mafia



True or False
Answer sheet:
Statements and answers

Statement: In Asia, it is rude to put a book or document on the floor.

True – books and documents are seen as wisdom or knowledge. You must respect them and keep them off the dirty floor
Statement: The British have the biggest personal space in the world and do not like people sitting or standing too near them.

True – the average Briton has a personal space of 1.41m, according to studies
Statement: In the Middle East, you should never shake hands with your left hand.
True – the left hand is considered unclean. It should not be used for eating either
Statement: The French always kiss on the cheek to say hello, even in business.
False – only good friends kiss on the cheek in greeting
Statement: In America, it is usually okay to interrupt someone
True
Statement: In the Middle East, it is unusual for a man to shake hands with a woman.
True – a man is not permitted to touch a woman in public
Statement: In Thailand, most accountants are women because they are considered better at maths than men

True – statistically, most accountants are female
Statement: In Asia, having a tattoo is sometimes a sign of being in the mafia
True






Adapted from http://www.learnenglish.org.uk/profsLessons/Block4/5lifestyle_cultural_awareness.html


