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In this paper I am going to compare the ‘interplay between local embodied struggles, protests
and the more discursive and disembodied activity online’ (Fotolopou, 2016, 5) by analysing
my experience of establishing the virtual African Womens’ Playwright Network (2015-2019)
via a mobile application and Facebook. I will compare the engagement of the women online
with face-to-face encounters to suggest how and why we need to acknowledge the materiality
of the processes and relationships involved in these kinds of online networks, which as
Stephansen (2016) argues, involve the making of new publics. I will end by considering White
and Le Cornu’s (2018) argument that the key to successful use of online sites is not so much
understanding how people generally respond to new technologies, but rather understanding
what motivates their behaviours.
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