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#WontBeErased. Trans rights are human rights! 
A discourse analysis of a Twitter hashtag
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Social Media can be seen as a new paradigm of communication
because of the communicative affordance they provide at the
intersection of mass and interpersonal communication.

KhosraviNik 2017: 752



The very global, immediate and participatory nature of social media
communication paradigm has made the cybersphere a breeding ground
for the expression and dissemination of a range of exclusionary,
intolerant, and extremist discourses, practices and beliefs

Kopytowska 2017



Social media is the latest fascination of political communication
strategists […] social media has become an increasingly important
source for political news

Enli, 2017
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ban for trans students to use toilets in public school

Justice Department: the 1964 Civil Rights Act does not
prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation or GI

trans people are officially banned from military service

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention are instructed
not to use the words transgender, vulnerable, entitlement,
diversity,fetus, evidence-based, and science-based in official
documents

define gender as a biological and immutable condition



#WontBeErased



#wontbeerased CORPUS
October 2018

November 2018

December 2018 January 2018
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SIZE: 379.214 words
TWEETS: 15423
SEARCH TERMS: #wontebeerased

#WONTEBEERASED
#WontBeErased

DOWNLOAD: Python



METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK 

[…] people use hashtags as a resource to 
‘convoke’ communities of feeling around values

Zappavigna & Martin 2017

Corpus-assisted Discourse Analysis  
Taylor & Marchi 2018
Partington, Duguid &  Taylor 2013
King 2009

Rayson, P. (2009) Wmatrix: a web-based corpus processing environment,
Computing Department, Lancaster University. http://ucrel.lancs.ac.uk/wmatrix/

Social Media Discourse Analysis
KhosraviNik 2017
KhosraviNik & Esposito 2018
Zappavigna & Martin 2017
Zappavigna 2015, 2012



KEY SEMANTIC DOMAINS

Rayson, P. (2009) Wmatrix: a web-based corpus processing environment,
Computing Department, Lancaster University. http://ucrel.lancs.ac.uk/wmatrix/
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UNMATCHED: hashtagging

#transisbeautiful
#transrights
#translivesmatter
#thisisme
#justbeyou
#loveislove
#stopthehate

@realdonaldtrump
@aclu
@govholcom
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Twitter “enable[s] direct interaction and dialogue 
between politicians and members of the public. […] 
Twitter users, although they do not necessarily know each 
other, may share common interests and get involved in 
communal performance, such as hashtagging.” 

(Zappavigna 2012) 



PEOPLE, PRONOUNS



PEOPLE, PRONOUNS

vpeople
vkids
vfolks
vhumans
vchildren
vgender
vpopulation

vI
vme
vshe
vwe
vus
vmyself



PEOPLE, PRONOUNS



ALLOWED: right*, allow*, validate*

HINDERING: fight*, resist*, prevent* 

ALIVE: live, alive, life

DESERVING: deserv*, worthy

RELATIONSHIP: love, gay, lesbian, sexual assault



VIOLENT /ANGRY

Recent research has shown that social media users
frequently post aggressive or insulting comments
(Papacharissi 2004; Upadhyay 2010; Hutchens et al. 2015).



VIOLENT /ANGRY



ONLINE HATE

[…] within a widely unregulated, free cyber sphere, the Internet 
has become “the new frontier for spreading hate”

Banks 2010: 234



ONLINE HATE VS. ONLINE LOVE

[…] within a widely 
unregulated, free 
cyber sphere, the 

Internet has become 
“the new frontier for 

spreading hate

Banks 2010: 234



ONLINE HATE VS. ONLINE LOVE

• anonymity

• physical separation

• de-individuation

KoshraviNik & Esposito 2018



ONLINE HATE VS. ONLINE LOVE

• anonymity

• physical separation

• de-individuation

KoshraviNik & Esposito 2018

• hashtagging

• affirmation

• physical aggregation

• affiliative individuality



CONCLUSION

Social Media communicative paradigm has indeed challenged the
traditional static understanding of media power. Social Media can and
have provided new spaces of power for citizenry engagement, grass-
root access, and use of symbolic resources

KhosraviNik 2017: 754



FURTHER STEPS

- Enlarge dataset

- Compare to other trending #s
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