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Bridging the Rural Urban Divide

Green economic opportunities for the Greater Birmingham & Solihull Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP)
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. Introduction
The Birmingham Environmental Partnership, Birmingham City University, Sustainability West Midlands, Birmingham Chamber of Commerce Group and the Rural Economy and Land Use Programme held an exploratory workshop to identify green economic opportunities within the Greater Birmingham and Solihull LEP on Tuesday 25th January 2011.

Over 70 delegates from across the Local Enterprise Partnership area attended representing the public, private, research and voluntary sectors.  This included Elected Members, senior public sector officers, green business leaders and representatives from the Chamber of Commerce.

Councillor Roger Hollingsworth of Bromsgrove District Council and Local Enterprise Partnership Shadow Board member agreed to report the workshop findings back to the LEP Development Board.

The following criteria were used to help select green economic opportunities:  

· Cross or challenge traditional rural/urban boundaries;   
· Promote an integrated approach embracing environmental, economic and social concerns;  
· Work across traditional sectors e.g. planning, economic development, landscape, community;  
· Work across different scales;   
· Involve different stakeholders within an inclusive process   
· Take a long term approach which is adaptable to change.  

2. Priority Green Economic Opportunities 
a. Waste as an Economic Resource
The LEP could develop a range of reuse, recycling and waste to energy programmes.  Creating jobs and saving money by reducing dependence on landfill.  Other priorities include the need to work with small and medium sized enterprises to assist their ability to reduce waste at source and thus increase their profitability.  The LEP has strong innovation capacity in its universities – e.g. Aston University hosts the European Bio-energy Research Institute. 

b. Energy  

Significant potential to link urban and rural areas to enable the LEP area to be a global leader in green energy research, manufacture and deployment.  Focus should be on:

· Bio-energy including anaerobic digestion and pyrolysis
· Decentralised combined heat and power
· Energy from waste
· Whole building retrofit including use of small scale renewable energy 
such as photovoltaics
· Development of hydrogen and battery technologies
· Wind and wave supply chain opportunities
c. Local Food
Unique opportunity to link rural produces to urban consumers.  Delivering carbon savings and local growth, potential to build on Heart of England Fine Foods, Birmingham Markets and public sector procurement.  The LEP could help by:
· Develop Heart of England Fine Foods
· Create local food hub at Birmingham markets

· Promote local food procurement via Birmingham City Council’s “Buy for Good” Community Interest Company
· Support urban food growing – small and large scale link to East End Foods HP sauce factory initiative

· Explore use of heat from Tyseley Energy from Waste for food production
· Develop energy and/or compost from food waste

d. Green/Blue Infrastructure  

Celebrate economic value of green assets. LEP area stretches from Wyre Forest to Cannock Chase via Sutton Park.  Opportunities for:

· Rural enterprise and eco-tourism

· Local food production

· Developing biomass for energy

· Promotion of climate stabilisation role of rivers, forests and especially urban green space
e. Sustainable Travel

Transport needs to and can join up the Greater Birmingham and Solihull LEP. This should cover both travel to work and movement of goods.  Key opportunity to integrate transport and create ‘smarter’ working and living environment
· Focus on broadband and smart working thus reducing need to travel
· Create local work hubs using shared spaces
· Encourage and support cycling 
· Develop proper interchanges to link urban and rural economies
· Promote green vehicles: alternative fuels, charging points and support “low carbon” automotive sector

3. Way Forward
The workshop suggested that the LEP Board should have a Green Economy Champion.  This should not be a single issue new board member, but an additional role for an existing member.  
The attendees felt that the development of a broad green economic opportunity partnership could advise the LEP in developing and prioritising Regional Growth Fund bids and accessing resources from the private sector and Europe.
The workshop also raised the issue that the LEP should respond to broader community needs and the wider localisation agenda.

The Birmingham Environmental Partnership could support work across the Greater Birmingham and Solihyull LEP.  Sustainability West Midlands could support inter-LEP coordination on the Green Economy.  Birmingham City University could provide innovation on the policy frameworks required to deliver green growth across the urban rural fringe.


It was also agreed that this was the start of a process which needed further development and stakeholder involvement. 
Keith Budden, Manager, Birmingham Environmental Partnership
Alister Scott, Reader Spatial Planning, Birmingham City University
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