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Project description
This research studentship is a collaboration between Birmingham School of Art and Eastside Projects. Eastside Projects is an artist-run space as public gallery, an Arts Council England National Portfolio Organisation in partnership with Birmingham City University, founded in 2008. We commission, produce and present experimental art practices and demonstrate ways in which art may be useful as part of society. As well as being a free public gallery imagined and organized by artists, Eastside Projects is increasingly engaged in an expanded range of public activities including: writing public art strategy for Birmingham City Council; commissioning agents for Birmingham Big Art Project (2014-2018); and Longford Park, Banbury with Cherwell District Council and Barrett/Bovis/Wimpey Taylor Housing (2016-2018); and development of Birmingham Production Space for artists as part of STEAMHouse (2016-2020). 
The project will focus on the following research questions: 

· Undertake a comparative examination of examples of artist housing – self build, artist designed, artist client, artistic use of houses. 

· Situate Eastside Projects’ housing activities in relation to histories of artist housing and their long term usage and management.

· Explore the potential of the designation of artists as key workers in relation to housing opportunities.

· Analyse processes of commissioning, planning, community life, and opportunities of housing examples in the UK.

· Critically analyse and evaluate the opportunities, challenges and impacts of Eastside Projects’ attempt to expand the role of the artist-run space with Artists Housing.

Embedded in BCUs new STEAMHouse facility in Digbeth, Birmingham, amongst creative professionals and organisations in the city the successful applicant will have opportunities to showcase their research project and develop meaningful networks and relationships in the cultural industries. The context for the research is the current expansion of Eastside Projects into a broader public sphere of activities and influence. This project is located at the intersection of recent discourses on the artist-run space (Pallas Projects, 2016; Detterer & Nannucci, 2011), the artist-curator (O’Neill, 2012; Wade, 2000), and public art commissioning (Doherty, 2015; Cartiere & Willis, 2010; Bell, 2013). The research aims to examine the extent to which the role of the artist-run space can be expanded outside the gallery.

