2007/08

j’ 32

BIRMINGHAM
City University




// Contents

01
02
06
10
14
18
22
26
30
34
36
40

Vice-Chancellor’s Introduction

Duscover the Unwersity, City and Beyond
Duscover our Exciting Developments and Plans
Drscover “Teaching for “Tomorrow

Duscover Research, Innovation & Enterprise
Duscover an International Dumension

Duscover Commumnity Connections

Drscover our Excellent Academics

Discover Students with the X Factor

Duscover our Honorary Doctors

Performance Review

Board of Governors / External membership of Board Commuttees /
List of semior staff

Birmingham City University Annual Review 2007/08



Professor David Tidmarsh
Vice-Chancellor

School of Art, Margaret St

TLLES [P
i l]!l‘l.‘ [ e



A " o '+
i ¥ I
s,/ Discover the Unive

..__'l. Wk

d Beyond

N ol

&

, Discover

4

Discover
The last 12 months have seen us change our name
to create a stronger identity and become an integral
part of the development of the city of Birmingham.
With extensive internal reorganisation completed
and significant plans for future investment in the
University, we are confident that we are building
strong foundations to position ourselves as a
powerful force for learning, creativity and enterprise.
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Founded in 1843, the University began its life as
Birmingham School of Design. Over the next 100 years,
schools of jewellery, music, commerce, art, education,
architecture, physical education and technology were
established in and around the City. In 1971 these schools
joined together to form the new City of Birmingham
Polytechnic. By 1989 the Polytechnic was established

as an independent corporation. University status was
conferred in 1992 and the University of Central England

replaced the Polytechnic.

The University continued to develop and
during the summer of 1995, it merged with
two more colleges, the Birmingham and
Solihull College of Nursing and Midwifery and
the West Midlands School of Radiography.

In 2001 the University established the
Technology Innovation Centre at Millennium
Point and was joined by the Defence School
of Health Care Studies. The latest addition to
the University was the Birmingham School of
Acting in 2005.

In October 2007, the title University of
Central England was consigned to the history
books and its successor, Birmingham City
University, was unveiled. The new name aims
to provide our University with a stronger
identity and create closer links between

us and the City. The gold tiger on a dark

blue background was launched as our new
visual identity. A prestigious icon first used

in heraldry in 1531, the tiger is a symbol of
valour and regal bearing and once featured

in the crest of Birmingham College of
Commerce, which joined the University
in 1971, linking the University’s past
services to the City with its promise

of future commitment.

€ Qur long-established links
with the city of Birmingham
have been strengthened by the
name change and we anticipate
this relationship to continue in
a way which benefits those who
have a vested interest in the
success of both the University
and the City.

Paul Sabapathy CBE
Chairman of the Board of Governors
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// Discover the University, City and Beyond

6 \Nith the new structure in place, we hope to
become more deeply engaged with regional,

national and international communities and
more focused around a small number of
higher quality teaching sites.?

Professor David Tidmarsh
Vice-Chancellor

Cross-faculty working is essential for a
more effective and successful future for
both staff and students at the University.

It is also essential if the University is to
effectively engage with external enterprises.
It is important that we continue to look at
improving the way our faculties operate,
with 2007/08 seeing us reconfigure our
faculty structure to facilitate collaborative
working practice, engaging more closely with
lecturers, students, courses and relevant
employment sectors.

In 2007/08 the University unveiled ambitious

plans to develop its estate, concentrating
principally on the creation of three large
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campuses to facilitate investment in student
learning, welfare and social interaction.

Currently around 23,000 students study at
one of our six newly created faculties based
at eight teaching sites. The faculties are:

¢ Birmingham City Business School
¢ Birmingham Institute of Art and Design
¢ Faculty of Education, Law and
Social Sciences
¢ Faculty of Health
¢ Faculty of Performance, Media and English
¢ Faculty of Technology Innovation
and Development

School of Jewellery, Vittoria Street
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