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I look back on 2007/08 with an immense 
sense of pride in our achievements. 
Returning to the University as Vice-
Chancellor, I was struck by the energy 
and enthusiasm among staff and students 
and their appetite for success. As the year 
progressed it was clear to me the University 
had reached an exciting point in its history. 

The University has an enviable reputation 
for its excellence in teaching, particularly 
in areas of creative and professional 
practice. Our track record for being a 
leading practitioner of business and industry 
collaboration is widely recognised. 

It was my pleasure to unveil Birmingham City 
University as our new name, reflecting our 
commitment to the region which provides 
our home. Birmingham City University is 
a powerful, instantly recognisable name, 

appropriate for an institution proud of its 
heritage and confident in its future. 

Birmingham City University’s renewed 
mission is to be a powerful force for learning, 
creativity and enterprise, promoting 
economic, social and cultural wellbeing. Last 
year we were able to develop our Corporate 
Plan for the next five years and reveal some 
of the strategies that will make this a reality. 

Expansion in both course provision and 
facilities began in 2007 with the completion 
of the Seacole Building. Our £150 million 
development programme continues with the 
creation of a major city centre campus in the 
Eastside district. 

As we move into the next stage of our 
development it is appropriate to review the 
year gone by and appreciate the foundations 

which will help us build a stronger and more 
defined University. 

Every one of our faculties made significant 
progress in 2007/08. Their tales of triumph 
are told here, providing inspiration for staff, 
students, our community and industry partners. 

I am sure you will share my admiration and 
pride in the University’s achievements and 
I hope you will strengthen your association 
with us as we move into an exciting future.

Professor David Tidmarsh 
BSc (Hons), PhD, CEng, FIMechE, FCMI
Vice-Chancellor

Vice-Chancellor’s Introduction
As we move forwards we retain a commitment to our 
heritage – the foundations of our University built on 
centuries of change, adaptation and co-operation. 

School of Art, Margaret St

Millennium Point

Professor David Tidmarsh
Vice-Chancellor
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Discover
the University, City and Beyond

Discover
The last 12 months have seen us change our name 
to create a stronger identity and become an integral 
part of the development of the city of Birmingham. 
With extensive internal reorganisation completed 
and significant plans for future investment in the 
University, we are confident that we are building 
strong foundations to position ourselves as a 
powerful force for learning, creativity and enterprise. 
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Founded in 1843, the University began its life as 
Birmingham School of Design. Over the next 100 years, 
schools of jewellery, music, commerce, art, education, 
architecture, physical education and technology were 
established in and around the City. In 1971 these schools 
joined together to form the new City of Birmingham 
Polytechnic. By 1989 the Polytechnic was established 
as an independent corporation. University status was 
conferred in 1992 and the University of Central England 
replaced the Polytechnic. 

The University continued to develop and 
during the summer of 1995, it merged with 
two more colleges, the Birmingham and 
Solihull College of Nursing and Midwifery and 
the West Midlands School of Radiography. 
In 2001 the University established the 
Technology Innovation Centre at Millennium 
Point and was joined by the Defence School 
of Health Care Studies. The latest addition to 
the University was the Birmingham School of 
Acting in 2005.

In October 2007, the title University of 
Central England was consigned to the history 
books and its successor, Birmingham City 
University, was unveiled. The new name aims 
to provide our University with a stronger 
identity and create closer links between 
us and the City. The gold tiger on a dark 
blue background was launched as our new 
visual identity. A prestigious icon first used 
in heraldry in 1531, the tiger is a symbol of 
valour and regal bearing and once featured 

in the crest of Birmingham College of 
Commerce, which joined the University 
in 1971, linking the University’s past 
services to the City with its promise 
of future commitment.

“ Our long-established links 
with the city of Birmingham 
have been strengthened by the 
name change and we anticipate 
this relationship to continue in 
a way which benefits those who 
have a vested interest in the 
success of both the University 
and the City. ”
Paul Sabapathy CBE
Chairman of the Board of Governors

Gosta Green

Selfridges Building

Council House, Victoria Square
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Cross-faculty working is essential for a 
more effective and successful future for 
both staff and students at the University. 
It is also essential if the University is to 
effectively engage with external enterprises. 
It is important that we continue to look at 
improving the way our faculties operate, 
with 2007/08 seeing us reconfigure our 
faculty structure to facilitate collaborative 
working practice, engaging more closely with 
lecturers, students, courses and relevant 
employment sectors.

In 2007/08 the University unveiled ambitious 
plans to develop its estate, concentrating 
principally on the creation of three large 

campuses to facilitate investment in student 
learning, welfare and social interaction.

Currently around 23,000 students study at 
one of our six newly created faculties based 
at eight teaching sites. The faculties are:

• Birmingham City Business School
• Birmingham Institute of Art and Design
• Faculty of Education, Law and 

Social Sciences
• Faculty of Health
• Faculty of Performance, Media and English
• Faculty of Technology Innovation 

and Development

“ With the new structure in place, we hope to 
become more deeply engaged with regional, 
national and international communities and 
more focused around a small number of 
higher quality teaching sites. ”
Professor David Tidmarsh
Vice-Chancellor

School of Jewellery, Vittoria Street

Ikon Gallery, Birmingham
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Council House, Victoria Square
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Discover
our Exciting Developments and Plans

Discover
2007 saw £33 million being invested in the 
University’s estate. Our £30 million award-winning 
Seacole Building, the new home for the Faculty of 
Health, was officially opened in June by NHS Chief 
Executive David Nicholson. Later that year a £3 
million face lift for Kenrick Library at City North 
Campus was unveiled by Jim Crace, an Honorary 
Doctor of the University and internationally 
renowned author.

// Discover our Exciting Developments and Plans

Birmingham City University Annual Review 2007/08 06

BCU Annual_complete.indd   6 20/4/09   15:22:18







































































BCU Annual_complete.indd   3 20/4/09   15:34:07



Birmingham City University 
City North Campus 
Perry Barr 
Birmingham 
B42 2SU 
United Kingdom

T: 0121 331 5000
www.bcu.ac.uk
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