Programme Specification

Graduate Certificate in Jewellery, silversmith & Related Product
Date of Publication to Students : Feburary 2015
	NOTE:   This specification provides a concise summary of the main features of the course and the learning outcomes that a typical student might reasonably be expected to achieve and demonstrate if s/he takes advantage of the learning opportunities that are provided.   More detail on the specific learning outcomes, indicative content and the teaching, learning and assessment methods of each module can be found (1) at http://www.bcu.ac.uk/courses/jewellery-silversmithing-and-related-products-gradcert , (2) in the Module Specifications and (3) in the Student Handbook.   

The accuracy of the information contained in this document is reviewed by the University and may be checked within independent review processes undertaken by the Quality Assurance Agency.




	Awarding Institution / Body:

	Birmingham City University

	Teaching Institution:


	Birmingham City University,

Faculty of Arts, Design and Media,
School of Jewellery



	Interim Awards and Final Award:



	Graduate Certificate 

Level 6



	Programme Title:


	Graduate Certificate in Jewellery, Silversmithing and Related Products



	Main fields of Study:
	To gain skill, technical experience and to develop a materials studio research practice through the design and production of contemporary jewellery and related products



	Modes of Study:


	Full time

	Language of Study:



	English

	UCAS Code:

	N/A

	JACS Code:

	W700, W200, W720


	Relevant subject benchmark statements and other external reference points used to inform programme outcomes:
QAA: The Benchmark Statement for Art and Design: http://www.qaa.ac.uk/Publications/InformationAndGuidance/Pages/Subject-benchmark-statement---Art-and-design-.aspx
The University Learning and Teaching Strategy

The University Award Descriptors and Assessment Regulations


	Programme philosophy and aims
Students who are unable to evidence studio specific practical work or studio research methodology will be advised to consider the 6 months intensive Graduate Certificate which, on successful completion, would enable them to progress onto the MA.
The Graduate Certificate will develop art and design graduates  (international and home) studio and technical skills specific to the jewellery, silversmithing  and related products area, together with research methodology. Students will integrate into the culture of practice at the School of Jewellery, preparing them to undertake the MA Jewellery, Silversmithing and Related Products course with a more comprehensive understanding of the MA prerequisites. 

It is anticipated that this will improve the student experience, retention and progression, whilst also improving student research methodology, and the overall level of professional and academic output at MA level.

Explain the overall approach adopted by the programme and how it leads to the aims shown below

The overall approach of the programme is to give art and design graduates the opportunity to gain skill, technical experience and to develop a materials studio research practice in the specifics of jewellery techniques and processes. The programme will develop an exploratory experimental practice related to the area that is critically reflective.

Students will be given demonstrations and experience techniques and processes particular to a jewellery studio. They will be expected to critically evaluate and apply these to project work that will encourage contextual analysis and the development of reflective practice. 
The course offers a route to Art and Design graduates with no or little specific experience in the field of jewellery and related product to effectively progress into the MA offered at the School



	The aims of the programme are to:
· Gain experience of, and to be able to apply and critically evaluate technical skills and processes specific to jewellery and related practice.

· Gain a breadth of knowledge and understanding of critical debate and professional issues particular to the area of contemporary jewellery and related products.

· Develop intellectual thinking and academic skill with an integrated approach to theory and practice in relation to jewellery and related project practice.

· Develop independent reflective working practice and flexible learning in relation to sustaining self-initiated project work of a professional standard in relation to jewellery studio practice



Intended learning outcomes and the means by which they are achieved and demonstrated:
	Learning Outcomes


	1. Utilise and effectively apply skill through materials, processes and techniques enabling design development across two and three dimensions

	2. Generate and critically evaluate appropriate research across a breadth of sources, theoretical, practical, primary and secondary sources, which is analysed and utilised effectively, to inform design development.

	3. Demonstrate independent thinking and the ability to prepare and realise well reasoned self-initiated project brief

	4. Independently create a collection of final outcomes, which realise a personal visual identity  presented to a high standard of professionalism.


	Learning teaching, and assessment methods used
Learning teaching methods:

Studio and workshop demonstrations

Moodle 

Lectures and seminars

Industry and cultural visits

Peer group discussions 

Group critical feedback sessions
Self directed study

Assessment methods:

On going formative assessment and feedback through individual tutorial, seminar and studio sessions, peer review and group critiques 

Summative assessment on completion of each module 



Programme structure and requirements, levels, modules, credits and awards

The structure of the course, the modules, levels and credit values, including ECTS credit values, and the awards which can be gained are shown in the diagram below.   
	Module
	Credit Value

	Materials and Process: Conneventions and Innovations
	30

	Self-initiated project 
	30


Modules are progressive. Successful completion of each module is a prerequisite for the consequent module.
Support for Learning including Personal Development Planning (PDP)
	Students are encouraged to identify and, with guidance, to reflect on their own learning needs and are offered the following support as appropriate to meet those needs:

Moodle resources such as technical directory and services and supplies.

Well-resourced and equipped workshop and studios.
Regular one-on-one tutorials with formative feedback
Technical staff support

Library and research resource inductions

Reflective / visual journal 

University Student Services




Criteria for admission
Candidates must satisfy the general admissions requirements of the programme, which are as follows:
	Undergraduate honours degree, first or upper second, in an Art and Design related subject With portfolio

OR International students must hold a qualification recognised as graduate status and agreed by Academic Regestra

AND English IELTS 6 (average) or GCSE English C or above
Candidates may be admitted without an Art/Design degree via APEL/APL subject to agreement of Academic Registrar, e.g. high level of educational, industrial  or professional experience



Methods for evaluation and enhancement of quality and standards including listening and responding to views of students
	Student evaluation methods include; 

Tutorials 

Students Module feedback surveys 

Student  feedback forums
Staff / student Liaison meeting
School Academic Board
Quality and standards reviewed through the following:

Course team meetings 

Course Directors meetings 

Staff Module Evaluation reports
Annual Course Report 

Examination Board 

School Academic Board 
Faculty Student Expereince, Learning and Teaching Committee 

Faculty Senior Management 

Faculty Academic Board 

Academic Board 




� Guidance on the specification of learning outcomes is available from the Centre for the Enhancement of Learning and Teaching.
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